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14 July 2021 

 

Dear Mr Johnson, 

 

SEFTON METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL: IMPROVEMENT NOTICE 

REVIEW– DFE/NHSE 22 JUNE 2021. 

 

I would like firstly to thank you and the whole SEND team for meeting with senior 

Department for Education (DfE) and NHS England (NHSE) advisers and officials 

on 22 June to review the progress you have made against your SEND 

Improvement Notice. My officers were also grateful for the opportunity to meet with 

other senior staff and the Chief Officer for NHS South Sefton CCG and NHS 

Southport and Formby CCG. Discussions with staff added a valuable dimension to 

our overall picture of progress and I am grateful to all those who gave up their time 

to participate, in particular representatives from Sefton Parent Carers Forum. 

The evidence from the review demonstrates the significant progress Sefton and 

partners has made and its success in addressing and embedding the 

improvements identified in Ofsted’s/CQC revisit in 2019. Leadership has improved 

its operational oversight, the workforce is dedicated and engaged in delivering 

quality outcomes, there is improved partnership working and there is a collective 

commitment across the council to improve and achieve the best possible 

outcomes for children and young people with SEND. 

I would like to congratulate everyone at the council involved in your improvement 

journey. In recognition of the progress, you have made and the evidence of 

embedded improvements to SEND services in Sefton, I am therefore content to 

revoke the Improvement Notice. Officials will advise when this has been done. The 

last statutory direction (June 2019) issued to you under s.497A of the Education 

Act 1996 was revoked in line with s.570 of the Education Act 1996. This means 

that you will formally exit departmental intervention, but we will continue to monitor 



your progress and offer support. The Department’s SEND Adviser will continue 

attending Sefton’s Continuous Improvement Board. 

I am copying this letter to Lisa Lyons (Interim Director of Children’s Services) and 

Councillor Paul Cummins (Chairman Sefton Continuous Improvement Board).  

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vicky Ford MP 
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Children and Families 

 
 


